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Message from Pastor Jim
Thank you for the time of renewal that you afforded me in August. It is
an essential time for reflection and to prepare for the ministry season
that is approaching in the coming year. We are a team together in
ministry, and the vision that I cast is going to need to reflect the culture
of our church. We are a group of many, but a team of one for the
proclamation of Jesus Christ.
With that said, I wanted to share a little of my time away. I embarked on
an eight-day wilderness canoe trip into the Quetico Provincial Park in
Ontario, Canada on August 8. You take whatever you need in packs you
carry with you for eight days. There is no facilities or conveniences for
those days. We saw a few people in our time there, but less than a
handful.
One of the absolute joys for me is that we are so far out in the wilderness
that there is no interruption of peace; no noise, cell phones, electronic
devices, engines, ordinary people sounds. There are times that the wind
doesn't blow, and the animals don't call out. Shear silence. 1 Kings 19:12
"...a still small voice." It was forty years ago that I received my call into
ministry in that wilderness. It gives me a peace that allows me to hear
the voice of God more clearly in that setting.
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We must remember that sometimes, it is crucial to take time to listen to the quiet voice of God. A reminder
came to me while we were paddling along the first two days of our trip. We had plans of where we wanted to be
that first night and set our course. The day started sunny. The wind began to pick up until there were two-foot
waves with white tops on them. We were committed to the direction we were going. The danger was that we
had to navigate in a particular way or risk capsizing.
I share this story because we are in that kind of a place in the life of the church. When most of us started our
church life, the water was calm. It was as if it were a piece of glass: the direction planned, course set with
Worship, Bible Study, and Sunday School.
The wind has picked up from that time. Controversy over theology, Biblical interpretation, gender in the
church, and worship styles have played their part in causing a wind type event. We have had several different
Bishops in our denomination, each of them with a little different agenda. Our latest Bishop is more progressive
in her views and would like to see the inclusion of all people. Bishop Easterling has also pushed for equality and
social justice for all people. She has been actively visible in the political advancement of equality. That is the
wind. The church, in our view, needs to remain calm. It makes paddling so much easier and without as much
effort. We can talk all day long about how peaceful the water was yesterday, but it is not going to make the
waves go away. They may change tomorrow, but we can't wait until tomorrow because we don't know what
tomorrow will bring.
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Is it possible that we are in a dangerous place in the life of the church? Is it possible that we might capsize?
I ask you to consider this idea.
When you are paddling in high winds, there are two things that you can do. The first is to change directions
totally and go along with the wind. I feel if the church were to open itself to being onboard with all the
platforms that the Bishop and conference are suggesting, we would be changing directions and going in the
opposite direction of where we are paddling. The second thing that you can do is to paddle directly into the
wind, cutting into the waves. It is more work, but you get to where you planned. It follows a harder path, but it
is more trustworthy to the values that you hold. Translating that to the church means that you will not be doing
popular things in society. It means that the Biblical principles that you learned and live by are the guide to the
place you want to be a disciple of Jesus. Is going with the wind the better plan? Many believe that it is a better
way. It is the way society is going to see the love of Jesus. Is going against the wind in a safe, but more
challenging route, the better way? Many believe that it is a better way. The love of God is paramount, regardless
of how we see how difficult paddling against the wind might be — trying to live by the tenets that we signed on
with when we joined the church.
Is condemning or trying to change the views of the other side, casting ridicule and being judgmental going to
change the wind? Is just giving in to the ways of the world going to be the easy way to deal with our waves? Is
trying to understand the place where people are in their life journey by listening to their voices going to help
them to flush out their position? Is loving each other, regardless of the way that we choose to paddle the waves,
going to infect our belief of God?
Our goal as Christians should be to Proclaim the loving Grace of God. It should be to Proclaim the Resurrection
of Jesus, who died on the cross to save us from our sins. There is nothing that we can do to change the love of
God or to save ourselves. All that we can do is to Proclaim what we believe and to live our lives under that
belief. As humans, we cannot change an individual. We can only testify to our faith.

Blessings,
Pastor Jim
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Missions and Outreach Ministries
Micah’s Backpack ministry has
ended will restart in September.
If you would like to make a
monetary donation, just drop it
in the collection plate with a
note in the memo line for
Micah's Backpack.

As always, thank you for your kindness and generosity. It truly does make a
difference in the lives of the children!
~Kim Rishell
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Missions

Community Day was August 24th 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. We received donations of
clothing, shoes, school supplies, food, and diapers. Hair stylists gave free haircuts.
Valley Baptist Church and Tabitha’s Table joined in collecting items. Approximately 50
people were here before the 9am start. The baby items were very popular and the
school supplies went quickly. Haircuts totaled 28. Altogether 160 souls were blessed
that day.
The sad faces turned into smiles and the helpers saw God’s plan in action.

Future Missions:
A list will be placed on the bulletin board for items to support Promise Purse soon as
this will be the November project. Contact Candice @ 240.500.8085.
In December we plan to gather presents for children in shelters.
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Caring Connections Supporting our Homebound
This committee is blessing many Homebound Souls with cards and visits. Many thanks
for this new group and all they do. If you are aware of anyone needing to be added,
please contact Pam Brubaker at 301-992-7831. They are now planning to “shower”
our homebound on their birthdays by offering the congregation a notice monthly of the
upcoming birthdays. The info will be placed on the table outside of the Main Sanctuary
entrance. In October Barbara Shaw will celebrate a birthday on 10/1/19. The next
meeting for this group will be on Tue September 17th at 7:00pm in the Parlor.

Women at the Well

By: Beverly Miller
The Women at the Well Bible study, “Wonder Struck”, will be held on Wednesdays at
10:00 am in the Parlor starting again Sept 25th. Sept 11th will be a planning meeting.
All are welcome! September 18th will be the monthly brunch at Keystone Family
Restaurant in Waynesboro.

Bethel Tidings

Altar Flowers –September 2019
Date

Name

Sept 1

John & Linda Langley

Sept 8

Ganley/Belella

Sept 15

Janet Venneri

Sept 22

Jeff & Laura Harbaugh

Sept 29

Pam & Marty Brubaker

The 2019 sign-up sheet is posted outside the sanctuary. Please consider ordering flowers to
honor or remember a loved one or to celebrate an event. The cost is $45 for both vases and
they can be taken home with you following the worship service or can be given to one of our
homebound members. If you have a specific kind of flower or color you would like, please
contact Sandy Hose (240-527-5167) or Melissa Metzger (410-251-8439). All orders are
called in the Wednesday before the Sunday you’ve signed up for.
Don’t forget to give Deb Wagner the message you would like included in the
bulletin by the Tuesday prior to the service. Thank you!

Lay Readers – September 2019
Date

Sept 8

8:45 am/11:00 a.m.
Beverly Miller
Brian Smith
Gene Gross

Sept 15

Liz Weaver

Sept 1

Sept 22
Sept 29

Elaine Snyder
Mary Gross
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Greeters – September 2019
Traditional Service
Rose Bowser with Jeanne Dinterman
Tom & Melinda Smith

Contemporary Service
Brian & Amy Smith

Nursery – September 2019
Date
Sept 1
Sept 8
Sept 15
Sept 22
Sept 29

8:45 am Worship
Tammy Smith
Katie Smith
OPEN
OPEN
Tammy Smith
Katie Smith
OPEN
OPEN
Tammy Smith Katie
Smith

Sunday School
Tammy Smith
Katie Smith
Tammy Smith
Katie Smith
Tammy Smith
Katie Smith
Tammy Smith
Katie Smith
Tammy Smith
Katie Smith

11:00 am Worship
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN
OPEN

To sign up for Nursery Care please send a message to Abbie Barnhart
abbie.barnhart@yahoo.com
Our littlest members deserve our support too!
Thank you!
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Stewardship August 2019
Date

8:45 am
Worship

Sunday
School

11:00 am
Worship

Special
Events

Aug 4

68

47

35

N/A

Aug 11

70

48

43

N/A

Aug 18

65

50

35

N/A

Aug 25

94

53

58

N/A

Sunday School is available for all ages @ 10:00 am
Nursery: Ages 0 – 3 years
Nursery beside Family Life Center
Children: Age 4 – Grade 5
Upstairs Room 2-03
Youth: Grade 6 – Grade 12
Downstairs
Adult Classes:
Bethel Believers – Parlor
Spiritual Fitness – Under the balcony
One Loaf – Upstairs behind balcony
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September Birthdays
1
2
4
5
6
8
9

Maria Axline
Allen Dale Beard
David Newman
Andrew Ritter
Richard McCuin
Ronald Shanholtz
Maureen Decker
Madalyn Kershner
Danielle Kaufmann
Abbie Barnhart
Erin White
Hunter Smith
Matt McCartney
Larry Belella

David Brandenburg
11 Brian Augustine
12 Chris Smith
13 Diana Leatherman
14 Kristen Akin
16
Lou Bachtell
17
Jacob McIntyre
18
Shirley Herbert
20 Stephanie Belella
Kian Roberts
21 Jordan McNairn
22 Steven Young
23 Gary Johnson
24 Connor Staley
25 Debra Brandt

26
27
28

29
30

September Anniversaries
2
5
7
8
8
9
10
11
15
20
21

Bret & Erika Linden
Jim & Jackie Manuel
Bret & Lisa Sprecher
Jack & Millie Miller
Blair & Kim Rishell
George & Debra Brandt
Jeff & Laura Harbaugh
Paul & Cathy Boyer
Paul & Stephanie Belella
Harvey & Connie Leisinger
John & Jeanne Dinterman

Jon David Snyder
Amanda Stevens
Linda Sokol
Conner McCuin
Anthony Kimball
Rebecca Leatherman
Paul Gantz
Christie Phillips
Isabella Kershner
Emma Eckard
Hannah Smith
Mike Morgan
Rachel Brashear
Cahlen Beard
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The church Administrative council voted to remove the financial information from the
monthly Newsletter as they did not feel this information should be placed on the internet.
The weekly bulletin will continue to keep you informed of the weekly offerings and a full
Treasurer’s Repot is always available in the office. Just ask!

Online giving is available through our website: bethelumchurch.org

Bethel Tidings

Sharing Bethel News:
Church Softball League

Did you know?????
We have joined forces with St. Andrews Church
Bethel attendees were:
- Mike Bennett
- Michael Rishell
- Mitch Belella
- Paul Belella
- Cullan Ganley

- Cullan Ganley
- Shane Ganley
- Jacob Broadwater
- Jason Broadwater
- Shane Ganley
- Pastor Jim

The season is finished and the aches and pains are healing! Thanks to all of
you for representing Christian fun to others. What will they be up to next?
Who knows…maybe a basketball league once we get nets in the Family Life
Center. Gear up guys!
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Family Fun:
This group will have a new leader starting in September. Tammy Smith has
volunteered to take charge of planning the events. Another new change is
that quarterly this program will combine with Parents Night Out for a
family pot-luck dinner and family activity. Let us know if you want to be
part of the team. Thank you Tammy! Call to register 301-733-8387.

Parents Night Out:
This event is scheduled to restart on Friday September 13th. The hours will
be adjusted this year to 5:45 to 8:30. The Committee has also agreed to
involve the entire family and invite the congregation for a pot luck dinner
and evening of fun based around the monthly holiday on a quarterly basis.
The first combined night will be Friday December 13th. Call to register.

Women’s Ministry:
Last year we tried “Moments for Mom’s” as a program to involve mothers of
young children while watching their children. It became obvious that most
moms were working ladies that did not want to spend more time away from
their children so we will now be conducting a survey to access if there are
women’s needs that are going unmet.

Make your ideas known:
If you have worship needs that are not be4ing met or have ideas about a
new program…let us know! The office is always open to exploring new
ventures. Just call or stop by, do not worry that you will be asked to lead
a new program and we will keep it confidential!
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Our Children’s Choir

Music Notes
By Melinda Smith

Just a reminder that the Children’s Choir
will be singing on September 29th.
Music has always been a blessing at Bethel
and we thank those who have made it a
blessing!
Thank you also for all the Special Music we
have enjoyed.

Welcome back to the Adult Choir,
we have missed the
Blessing or your voices!
A special angel named Jon
will sing now for our Lord!
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Meet with the Bishop:
Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling will be in the CumberlandHagerstown District on
Tuesday September 17th at 6:30 to 8:00pm
At the Parkhead Church Community Building, 9508 National Pike, Big Pool, MD 21711.
This is a time for Pastors and church members to share thoughts and concerns with
Bishop Easterling. There will be an opportunity to ask questions and raise pertinent
issues affecting the church.
Registration is needed…call the church office with your name.
301-733-8387

Plarn Mats

Anyone interested in helping with the "Plarn" Mats for the Reach Shelter will find all
materials in the basement! Please take what you need. There are already bags flattened
ready to be cut! We need volunteers to make more plarn balls and some to crochet.

The Missions Committee is planning an evening to work on this along with dinner on
Sept 18 at 1:00 to 4:00 pm with lunch planned.
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1

2

3

Sept.

5

6

9:30 CSU/Parlor
5:30 SYA
Cheer/FLC

7:00 AA/Upstairs
7:00 CSU/Parlor

9

8:45
Traditional
10:00
Sunday School
11:00
Contemporary

10

11

7:00 Adult Choir

12

6:00 Girl
Scouts/Upstairs
13

Planning/Parlor

14

5:00am/
McNarin/FLC

10:00 W@W
6:00 Girl
Scouts/Upstairs

7
9:00 AA/Lower

5:30 SYA
Cheer/FLC

COMMUNION
8:45
Traditional
10:00
Sunday School
11:00
Contemporary
8

4

7:00 Adult Choir

7:00

5:45 Parents Night 9:00 AA/Lower
Out/FLC
9:30CSU/Upstairs

AA/Upstairs

15

16

17

Newsletter Deadline
8:45
Traditional
10:00
Sunday School
11:00
Contemporary

22

7:00 Music
Comm/Parlor

7:00 Meet Bishop

23

8:45
Traditional
10:00
Sunday School
11:00
Contemporary

24

19

11:00 W@W
Brunch/ Keystone
Country Kitchen
7:00 Adult Choir
7:00 AA/Upstairs

25

20

4:00 FLC reserved

7:00 Adult
Choir

26

10am
W@W/Parlor

8:45
Traditional
10:00
Sunday School
11:00
Contemporary

29
BP SCREENINGS

7:00 Caring
Connect/Parlor

18

6:00 Girl
Scouts/Upstairs

27

21

9:00 AA/Lower
9:30 CSU/Parlor

28
9:00 AA/Lower
9:30 CSU/Parlor

7:00 AA/
Upstairs

30

7:00 Adult Choir
1:00 Plaryn Lunch
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Bethel United Methodist Church Chewsville
Our Mission: To be the people of God on the move for Jesus and to
transform the world by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Our Vision:

To be the Church of Jesus Christ to all God’s children through
discipleship grounded in God’s Holy Word. We pledge to God
and each other to accomplish our mission: Through prayer,
worship and education, we will be seekers of God’s will.
Through witness, we will kindle the fire of spiritual and
physical growth. Through Christian community we will love,
nurture and support each other and those in need throughout
the world.

Church Office:

Sunday Service Times:

Phone: 301-733-8387
Email: bethel.church@myactv.net

Traditional Worship 8:45 am
Contemporary Worship 11:00am
Sunday School 10:00 am

Pastor: Jim Johnson
Email: pastorjim@myactv.net
Administrative Assistant:
Deb Wagner
301-733-8387
Office hours: 9 am – 1 pm Mon.-Fri.
of a Email: bethel.church@myactv.net

Family Care Ministry:
Please let us know if you or a family member
wish for pastoral visit during a time of
grief or hospitalization, including the birth
child. We want to pray and minister to

you.
Newsletter Editor:
Deb Wagner
Phone: 301-733-8387
Email: bethel.church@myactv.net

Telephone Prayer Chain:
Beverly Miller
Phone: 301-739-6270
Email: Shanda@myactv.net

Bethel Connect:
Be connected, join our Yahoo Group search for Bethel Connect

Bethel Tidings

Pastor Jim Johnson
Bethel United Methodist Church
Chewsville 21006 Twin Springs Drive
Smithsburg, MD 21783
301-733-8387

