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A New Year’s Greeting from Your Pastor 
January 2026 
Dear Friends of Bethel, 
As the calendar turns to a new year, I find myself doing what many of us do in 
January—looking back with gratitude and looking ahead with hope. The year behind 
us was not perfect, not easy, and not without its challenges. And yet, it was filled—
again and again—with faithfulness. God’s faithfulness to us, and your faithfulness to 
one another and to this church. 
 
Over the past year, we worshiped together in moments of deep joy and moments of 
honest sorrow. We prayed for one another, showed up for one another, and kept the 
doors of Bethel open not just as a building, but as a place of welcome, grace, and 
belonging. Week after week, people arrived—some out of long habit, some out of 
quiet need, some just curious—and they were met with warmth, kindness, and the 
steady presence of Christ. That does not happen by accident. It happens because of 
you. 
 
I want to pause and say thank you. Thank you to those who unlock doors, prepare 
spaces, play music, read Scripture, teach children, serve meals, count offerings, visit 
the sick, send cards, make phone calls, shovel snow, fix what breaks, and quietly give 
of your time and resources in ways few ever see. Thank you to those who pray 
faithfully for this congregation and for the wider community. Your generosity—of 
spirit, of energy, and of care—continues to make Bethel a place where people know 
they are loved. 
 
As we step into 2026, we do so with clear hopes and renewed purpose. In the coming 
year, we will continue to strengthen discipleship through small groups and learning 
opportunities, deepen our life of prayer, and remain attentive to the needs of our 
community. We hope to keep finding meaningful ways to welcome new faces, 
nurture existing relationships, and live out our faith not just on Sunday mornings, 
but throughout the week. We will continue to be thoughtful stewards of what God 
has entrusted to us, trusting that faithfulness—rather than fear—will guide our 
decisions. 
 
Most of all, my hope for the new year is simple and sincere: that Bethel will continue 
to be a place where people encounter the living Christ, where questions are 
welcomed, where grace is practiced, and where no one feels like a stranger for long. 
 
Thank you for walking this journey together. Thank you for another year of shared 
ministry. And thank you for stepping into this new year with open hearts and willing 
hands. 
 
With gratitude and hope, 
Pastor Jim 
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              Continued Events:   
 
Women at the Well  
Women at the Well Bible Study (The Chosen) will continue on Wednesdays, at 10:00 
am.  
 
 
Mitten Tree.  A tree was placed in the area under the balcony for 
donations of mittens, gloves and hats for preschool age children infants 
through age 5.  This year, in particular, the most in need are hats for boys 
and girls ages 4-5.  This is a project we have participated in the past 
number of years with Head Start of Washington County.  Items collected 
through December 12. There were 91 hats, mittens and scarfs. Another 
delivery will be at the end of December. Thank you! 
 
Altar flowers:  
Bethel continues to be blessed by the talents of the Altar Committee.  Please consider signing up on 
the calendar by the offering plate.  The cost is $45.00 for both flower arrangements (not the vase)  
that you may take with you after the service. Be sure to let the office know a week in advance what you 
would like written in the bulletin. Thank you! 
 

Micah’s Backpack:   Healthy	Meals	for	
Healthy	Families	
      Currently we are providing for 15. We usually build for the next month             
      or so. Snack items are always  good. Currently we could use boxes of 
individual oatmeal packets, short stacks of Ritz or Club crackers and 

individually wrapped cookies, chips. Etc. Please see the list of items needed in the main hallway. 
                                       

Readers: 
If you would like to volunteer to read the scripture, contact Elaine Snyder at 301-991-9759. 
 
Ushers: 
Please let the office know if you can take a turn. A new 2026 calendar will be put up in the hall by the 
offering plate. Thank you. 
 
Food Pantry/Blessing Box Update:      
 A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes  
others will be refreshed. Proverbs 11:25   
 
This ministry continues to aide those in need.  
 
Donations of nonperishable food and hygiene products are always welcome. 
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 Supporting our Homebound     
 
Bethel Caring Connection Homebound birthdays… 
    Martha Lynch – Jan 11              Mary Warrenfeltz – Jan 12 
    1304 Pennsylvania Ave              628 Butler Ave. 

                                                      Hagerstown, MD 2142               Winchester, VA 22601 
 
 
 

Attendance  2025

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Coat Closet 
 
Your help was such a blessing to those in our community who were in 
need of winter coats.  Coats were given throughout the start of winter 
and the remainder were given to the Church of Latter Day Saints to 
distribute to others in need.  You can continue to give anytime of the 
year. 
 
 
 

Date   In person 
Church 

          S.S./ 
Worship 

Special 
Events 

  Nov 30               8/60     
 

 Dec 7   

 

             14/57/32    Western MD   
        Center 
 

 Dec 14 
           13/68/31        

 
  Christmas Joy 
 

 Dec 21          25 /84     
  Children’s 
program 
 

  Dec 24              
     7pm 
    11pm 
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To be the people of God on the move for Jesus to transform 
the world by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Leadership Board Updates:  
There was no meeting in December. 
Administrative tasks:. 
Capital Campaign Poster: This is now on the hallway bulletin board. You can see 
what has been done and what is on the list coming up. 
Trustee: The air/heat system in the FLC  is operating now. 
The new unit is outside on the kitchen side and the FLC is quieter now. 
We will be looking at placing barriers around the unit. 
The Nursery/bathroom/welcome area heat/air unit has failed. We voted to make this 
repair asap. 
Child/Youth plans- the next event will be Breakfast  For Valentine’s Day on Feb 7th 
from 7-10am.  
Facebook homepage updates are in process. Carol has been gathering new pictures 
that will be placed on our Facebook homepage. Send the office any you have and we 
will see that she gets them. 
Fundraising: Teresa  led us in a Sub Sale on Thursday Dec 5. Profit was $1,291.98. 
The Pancake Breakfast raised $477.10 and the Bake Sale $554.00. All proceeds were 
donated to the Furnace Fund. 
Training for the audio/video system is looking for volunteers to learn. Contact the 
office.  
A Pavilion Path- needs to be created for safety to get from the parking lot to the 
Pavilion. Several options are being considered. 
Oil tank: since the new furnace will be propane, we are looking for options of 
removing the full tank of fuel oil under the portico. 
Carpet: The hallway is starting to buckle so we are getting estimates to replace it. 
Drinking Fountains in the FLC hall no longer work, We will look into prices for 
replacement. 
AED unit has expired. Carol will look into a possible grant to replace it.   
 
The next Leadership meeting will be on Wed Jan 21st at 7 pm in the Office…Join us! 
  
 
MomCo- We are excited to introduce Momco, a new small group here at Bethel 
designed specifically for mothers of all ages and stages. Whether you’re navigating the 
newborn season, adjusting to empty-nesting, or anywhere in between, you are 
welcome. The next meeting is Jan. 7th at 6pm. 
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Momco is a place to fellowship, connect, and grow alongside other 
mothers who understand the joys and challenges of the journey. No matter where you 
find yourself in motherhood, there is a seat for you and a community ready to walk 
with you. We invite you to take a look at the poster included and consider joining us. 
Come as you are—there’s a place for you here. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to reach out to the office,  

Kaelii Boyer or Pastor Jim: 301-733-8387 or 410-688-4089 to RSVP. 

 

New News:                                              Next on Jan 7th. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Holiday celebrations: 
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       Santa Christmas Breakfast         
                   and Bake Sale                    
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Christmas Joy 
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On Dec 6th during the Breakfast 81 souls joined together for a lovely morning fundraiser. That same 
evening we joined the Church of Latter Day Saints for a Combined Christmas Celebration with 
approximately 175 in attendance. We are working with other groups and churches to build the 
community. 

 Music was a great part of the service with Riley 

playing for the opening and Zakarri singing “Little 

Drummer Boy”. Then Meredith and Michael with 

special music for the closing on Dec 14th. 

Christmas Joy was celebrated by the children 
showing their talents after we enjoyed the Pot 
Luck meal. It was so rewarding to see the relaxed 
confident children showing their special gifts. 

 

 

Even with the excitement of the coming holiday, our Pastor had their attention. 
 

Upcoming   Events:  
  
Sat Feb 7  – Breakfast for Valentine’s Day  7-10am. A BAKE SALE may be held during the 
Breakfast.  If you would like to add to the table of goodies, we will be accepting items in the Family Life Center 
Friday, Feb 5, from 4-6 p.m. Or you may drop them off to the kitchen island 9am to 1pm.  Please call Heidi 
Black at 240-217-1200 if you have questions.    
 
Forever Givers: 
Carol Ewan has been serving on the Leadership Board as our SPRC chairperson but 

you have more likely seen her in leading many church activities 
lately.  She has volunteered countless hours in planning, 
gathering, purchasing, and inspiring others to help. 
 
Just starting at Picnic in the Pavilion, Trunk or Treat, Breakfast 
with Santa, and Christmas Joy are at the top of the list. Not to 
mention Board meetings, bringing pot luck items and making 
subs. No wonder she gets tired. 
 
You are so appreciated.  
Thank you! 
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Jan. Birthdays:                                                          
                                                                                                
 
 
 
 

3 – Steve Shiffett 
7 – Vivian Michael 
7 – Donna Johnson 
7 – Kellar Smith 
8 – Cally Brandt 
9 – George Brandt 
9 - Bella Wagner 
10 – Katie Gantz 
11 - * Martha Lynch 
12 - * Mary Warrenfeltz 
13 – Mary Mowen 
18 – Gretchen Buddenhagen 
18 – Julie Beard 
21- Judy Hoffman 
24 – Gerald Anders 
25 – Rose Bowser 
25 – Priscilla Miller 
26 – Todd Roberts 
29 – Stephanie Rossiter-O’Shen 
30 – Larry Longanecker 
 
Jan. Anniversaries 

                        
 
                 Jan 3 – Ron & Melissa Metzger 
 
                  
      Jan 28 – Bernie & Elaine Semler
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Jan. 2026     
     Sunday    
  
  
 

  
   Monday   
  

 
Tuesday  
  
 
  

 
 
Wednesday  
 
 
 

         
  Thursday  

 1 New Year’s 

Day 

Office closed. 

 
  
   Friday    
  
 2 
  
 12:30-3:30 New 
Horizon’s Band 
 
  

 
 Saturday    

3 

9am-5pm 
 Haitian SDA   
 Church /FLC 

4  Communion 
9:00 Sunday    
      School 
10:00 a.m. 
  Sanctuary  &  
Virtual Service  
Worship 
 
1:00 pm SYA 
Cheer Awards/FLC 
 
2:00 pm Western 
MD Hospital 
 
 

  
 5 
 
  

 
 6 
 
6:30 :ions 
Club/FLC 

 
 7 
 
10:00 W@W/ 1st 
floor classroom 
 
12:30-3:30 Band 
 
 
5:30 Boomers V 
Ball/FLC 
 
6:00 
MomCo/Parlor 
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  5:30 Boomers V 
Ball/FLC 
 

 

 9 
    
 
 12:30-3:30 New 
Horizon’s Band 
 
 
 

  10 
 

 9am-5pm 
 Haitian SDA   
 Church/FLC    
 
 
  

  
11 B/P Screening 

 
 
9:00 Sunday    
      School 
    
10:00 a.m. 
  Sanctuary  &  
Virtual Service  
Worship 
 
  

 
 12  
 
 6:00 pm Black Rock 
VB/FLC 

 
13 

   
  
 
 
 

 
14  
10:00 W@W / 1st 
floor classroom 

12:30-3:30 Band 
 
5:30 Boomers V 
Ball/FLC 
  
 7pm - leadership 

 
 15   
 5:30 Boomers V 
Ball/FLC 
 
   
 
 

 
 16 
 
12:30-3:30 Band 
  
  
    
 
 
 

 
 
17 

9am-5pm 
Haitian SDA 
Church 

 

 
 18 
 
 

9:00 Sunday    
      School 
    
10:00 a.m. 
  Sanctuary  &  
Virtual Service  
Worship  
 
  

 
19 Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day 
 
  Newsletter 
Deadline 
 
 

 
 20 
   
6:30 p.m. Lions    
  Club/FLC 
 
 
 

 
 21 
 
11:00 W@W 
Lunch 

12:30-3:30 Band 
 
5:30 Boomers V 
Ball/FLC 
 
 

 

 22 
 
 
5:30 Boomers V 
Ball/FLC 
 
 

 
 23 
  
 
  12:30-3:30 Band 
 
   
 

 

 24 

9am-5pm 
Haitian SDA 
Church 

 

 

25 
 
9:00  S  School 

 10:00 a.m. 
  Sanctuary  &  
Virtual Service   
11:00 Snyder/FLC 
 

   
 26 
  6:00 pm Black Rock 
VB/FLC 

 
27 

 28 10:00 W@W/ 

1st floor classroom 

 
12:30-3:30 Band 
 
5:30 Boomers V 

Ball/FLC   

  29 
 
 
 5:30 Boomers V 
Ball/FLC 
 
 
 

  30 
 
 
 
 12:30-3:30 Band 

31 

 

9am-5pm 
Haitian SDA 
Church 
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Bethel United Methodist Church Chewsville 
Our Mission: To be the people of God on the move for Jesus and to 

transform the world by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 

Our Vision: To be the Church of Jesus Christ to all God’s children through 
discipleship grounded in God’s Holy Word. We pledge to God 
and each other to accomplish our mission: through prayer, 
worship and education, we will be seekers of God’s will. 
Through witness, we will kindle the fire of spiritual and 
physical growth. Through Christian community we will love, 
nurture and support each other and those in need throughout 
the world. 

 
Church Office:                                                               Sunday Service Times: 
Phone: 301-733-8387                                                                   Traditional mixed with Contemporary 
Email: secretary@bethelumchurch.org                                          Worship @ 10:00 am 
                                                                                                           Sunday School   9:00 am 
Pastor: Jim Johnson                                                                     Online Sun 10:00 am@ www.bethelumchurch.org 
Email: pastor@bethelumchurch.org 

 
Administrative Assistant:                                                   Family Care Ministry: 
Deb Wagner                                                                                     Please let us know if you or a family member 
301-733-8387                                                                                  wish a pastoral visit during a time of   
Office hours: 9 am – 1 pm Mon.-Fri.                                          grief or hospitalization, including the birth  
Email: secretary@bethelumchurch.org                                   of a child. We will pray & minister to you.            
  

 

Newsletter Editor: Telephone Prayer Chain: 
Deb Wagner Beverly Miller 
Phone: 301-733-8387 Phone: 301-739-6270 
Email:secretary@bethelumchurch.org Email: shanda@myactv.net 

 

Bethel Connect: 
Be connected; join our Google Group, search for Connect @ Bethel. 

 

mailto:shanda@myactv.net
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   Pastor Jim Johnson 
   Bethel United Methodist Church Chewsville  
   21006 Twin Springs Drive 
   Smithsburg, MD 21783         
    301-733-8387 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                             
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Donate with Venmo. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


